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Kaki Ae language 


Kaki Ae, or Tate, is a language with about 500 speakers, half the 
ethnic population, near Kerema, in Papua New Guinea. 
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Classification 



Kaki Ae 


Tate 

Region 

New Guinea 

Ethnicity 

spoken by 40% 
(no date)M 

Native speakers 630 (2004)[ 2 ! 

Language 

language isolate 

family 

or Eleman 

■ Kaki Ae 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

tbd 

Glottolog 

kakil249 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/kakil 2 
49 ) [3] 


Kaki Ae has been proposed to be related to the Eleman languages, 
but the connections appear to be loans.® Soren Wichmann (2013)® 
tentatively considers it to be a separate, independent group. Pawley 
and Hammarstrom (2018) treat Kaki Ae as a language isolate due to 

low cognacy rates with Eleman, and consider the few similarities shared with Eleman to be due to borrowed 
loanwords.® 


Distribution 


Kaki Ae is spoken in Auri, Kupiano, Kupla (7.990545°S 145.790882°E), Lou (8.015988°S 145.813268°E), 
Ovorio (7.9872 55°S 14 5.809446°E), and Uriri ( 7,978345°S 145.794638°E) villages in Central Kerema 
Rural LLG, Gulf Province .®® 

Pronouns 


The Kaki Ae pronouns are: 

sg pi 

1 nao nu'u 

2 ao ofe 

3 era era-he 

Phonology 


Kaki Ae has no distinction between /t/ and /k/. (The forms kaki and tate of the name both derive from the 
rather pejorative Toaripi name for the people, Tati.) 
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